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 FLUKE INFECTIONS, INTESTINAL
 [vol. v
it can be given, to adults in daily doses of 3 to 4 c.c., and in propor-
tionally smaller doses to children. Oil of chenopodium is not suitable.
file_0.wmf


3-FASCIOLIASIS
498.] Fasciola hepatica Linnaeus, 1758, is a large fluke which has a
wide distribution. It is a parasite of many herbivores, such as the ox,
sheep, goat, camel, llama, elephant, horse, donkey, rabbit, guinea-pig,
squirrel, antelope, and roe-deer.
The kangaroo, monkey, and occa-
sionally man are also infected.
Normally it lives in the biliary
passages of its mammalian host
and produces a disease known as
'liver-rot'.
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(2)—Life Cycle
The eggs are light brown in colour
and measure from 130 to 145/4
in length by 70 to 90/* in breadth.
Development of the contained embryo takes place after opposition.
The eggs, which are deposited in the biliary tracts, pass into the
intestine and out with the faeces.
The developmental cycle of F. hepatica is the classical example of the
life history of a fluke and takes place outside the human body in fresh-
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infecting
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 fig. 71.—Fasciola hepatica ( x 4)
As,, anterior sucker; Ac., acetabuluni or
ventral sucker; P,, pharynx; G.O.,
genital opening; Ut., uterus; V.G.,
vitelline glands; OV., ovary; S.G,,
shell gland; T.I and T.2, testes. Pos-
terior branching of intestine is not
shown. (Partly after Sormner in
Brumpt's Precis de parasitologie)
 (1)—Morphology
Fasciola hepatica is 30 mm. in
length by 13 mm. in breadth. It is
flat and leaf-like. At the anterior
end there is a conical projection,
and posteriorly it tapers bluntly.
The integument is provided with
spines. There are two suckers. The
acetabulum is conspicuous and
is situated near the base of the
cephalic cone and measures 1 -6 mm.
in diameter, the oral sucker being
considerably smaller. The anatomy
is very similar to that of Fascio-
lopsis buskii, (See Figs. 68 and 71.)
The species found in domesticated
animals in the tropics is F. gigan-
tfca. Pigulewsky reported nine
human cases of infection with this
worm from Tashkent.

